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Abstract: Objective To investigate the effects and mechanisms of Mongolian medicine Eligen Tang (ET) in
the treatment of hepatic fibrosis, employing non-targeted metabolomics and experimental validation. Methods
Fifty male SD rats were randomly assigned to five groups: control group, model group, and low, medium, and high-
dose ET groups (90 mg/100 g, 180 mg/100 g, 450 mg/100 g). A liver fibrosis model was induced by intraperitoneal
injection of carbon tetrachloride (CCla4), and after 21 days of ET treatment, liver tissues were collected for non-
targeted metabolomics analysis. Pathological changes were assessed using hematoxylin-eosin (HE) staining.
Masson's trichrome staining was used to evaluate liver fibrosis. Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
measured serum levels of alanine aminotransferase (ALT), aspartate aminotransferase (AST), and hydroxyproline
(Hyp). Real-time quantitative PCR was used to quantify mRNA levels of a-smooth muscle actin (¢-SMA) and
collagen 1. Western blotting was employed to detect the expression of a-SMA, collagen I, peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor (PPAR) signaling proteins, and proteins involved in the transforming growth factor-f (TGF-3)
signaling pathway in liver tissues. Results Compared with the control group, 83 differential metabolites were
identified in the model group (P < 0.05), interstitial fibrosis injury in liver, serum ALT and AST levels, liver
Collagen I, a-SMA and Hyp levels, p-Smad2 and p-Smad3 were increased (P < 0.05), and PPAR vy levels decreased
(P < 0.05). Compared with the model group, the ET administration group screened 34 different metabolites (P <
0.05), reduced liver fibrosis damage, serum ALT and AST levels, liver Collagen I, a-SMA and Hyp levels, p-Smad2
and p-Smad3 were decreased (P < 0.05), PPAR vy levels increased (P < 0.05), and the effect was better in the ET-H

4135 %

group. Conclusions ET alleviates CCls-induced hepatic fibrosis in rats by regulating the PPAR and TGF-f.
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wiEl, 2R R, SR RN O AR
WAL KA Y BT, B RE S BOUT £ 4 4k & e
JIF 2T 2 Al 19 T8 1= Hh T I 52 3 B0 P 3R Ry 220
T, RO AL IR 40 B Chepatic stellate cells,
HSCs) 9 BTG, A K 52 i i A1 58 5T (extracellular
matrix, ECM) , & BT IE N ECM i 12 | IF 2 Wi
LT 4EALR . HSCs BT 52 22 Fh A ML A = 23 1 il
JEL A T B R 4 B e e A K R T -
(transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B) & H A & A1
JH- 2 2 A 3o it v de B S A AR R I 1 22—, LG
i TGF-B/Smad {5 = i i , 2 S A YR & W 1 A
M (Collagen [ )FEP YR, 5 e 5 A9 TLERP,
WA, ok S A it A 43 B ) 00 52 44y (peroxisome
proliferator—activated receptor vy, PPAR )il 1 ¥ /b 4= ¥y
bR W a—F W WLWL 3 & F1 (alpha smooth muscle
actin, «—SMA ) B 32 35 A1 il HSCs AYH4 58 , T A 1%
UL AR T DR, 38 3o 98 5 2R W bR AR )
I 2T 2 AL RIE B HE R M T A 6 A9 K, TGF—B/Smad
FI PPAR 15 5 18 % AT AF O 1 76 19 1T 2F 48 1k R 7
LY

5 L7 RV (BT) S i 2046 L 4 1R
ki JNBRT Mg 1 B LR OCARTE G155 8 IR

208 2R, A T T L A AR T, T T AR R e
B B A5 L i 2ok A SRR L A Jr (M Z
BT ABEGEANGE BT 766 K28 % v FVEDL 4T 44k
251, 9K 0BT 25 4 Ak A HIL A7 R0 2 8 AT
I, AR SE g R AR A 2~ BOR il R G A ET iR
I7 I EF AEA AP 35 1 SO, A B TR B AR 1 A=
Yibr S , I i i 2 4 S8 S UE PR T H S B

1 MREIE

SWITe L)
Tt SD KB 50 2, 6 Jil s, (R T 180 ~ 220 ¢, 11y
B AL s 4e il A LSS S R A RA R . L5
YA P VE RTUEYS : SCXK (37) 2021-0006 5 552 55 3 47 i
FHF AT IES : SYXK (5¢)2020-0003 . FR53 4% -4 15
TE (22 + 1) °C R R BE A (50 +10) % IR K. K
AL T 12 h 91 BE R 2 5 0 2 b 9 ELR 32 R i b
ARIBAT PRI o A, AR b [ [ 50 50 3l ) 4 3
ferg, LGER 7 O R R, MR T RE RSN
55 BERN R AR L2 D1 23 3l 1) 58 3 25 51 2 Atk
T (FHE5 . YKD202201124)
1.2 EIERF

ET (41t 5 : M20190014000 ) 4] [ I A1 35 435 17 Hp =
SEER . KITA& % RARE%®H (aspartate
aminotransferase, AST) @ﬁﬁf ﬁaﬁ ”ﬁ l}ﬁﬁt g/ﬁ (enzyme—
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linked immunosorbent assay, ELISA) i 7] & (It 5 .
ab263883) . N & R & ¥ ¥ #% [ (Alanine
aminotransferase, ALT) ELISA i #| & ( #t 5 .
ah234579) . ¥2 It 4 /2 ( Hydroxyproline, Hyp ) % il iz, 1]
& (it 1 ab222941) |\ 2- 5 -L- 2K TN & R (P9 A5 A
Y, 4l 98% ) ¥ H L S HUR S A IRA A,
BCA 5 [ e J32 0 7 125 & (415 A55864) \TRIzol Ik
I (Hit45 : 15596026CN ) | H [ (4f i > 99.0% ) il £ )i
(4l > 99.0% ) I [ 9 [E Thermo 23 ] , S (4l
99.0% ) M) [y Js A T A I Ak 2 it A7 BR A w1, K ) ) A
W e L TGS W) 28 1RK, R (BT 90 W 3 1 i A
AR Tk & A BRA W, H iR 4% (4> 99.0% ) 11
TR VG A 3 SR A BE ) A BR S L 3  saUR
& (L5 : RRO37Q) Wy A At 5t 5 H = AW AR A BR2A
Al o Al — BT P a—SMA B (1:1 000, 415 -
ah5694) | i Collagen I Hi 1A (1: 1 000, it 5 .
ah34710) HT PPARy HL&(1:1 000, L5 : ab209350)
Pt p-Smad2 L 1A (1:1 000, 4t 5 : ab280888) . it p-
Smad3 HL{AK (1:2 000, #L+ : ab52903 ) FIHL B -actin $T
A (1:1 000,45 :ab8227 ) , fi JHAY —$0 : 1L 2F 41
/N Bl IgG HRP (1:5 000, 4tt5 - ab6789) Fl 1L 471
IgG HRP(1:5 000, 5 : ab205718 ) ¥ [ |- it 3 1
B o A BRA A . R A B HE S (polymerase chain
reaction, PCR) 51 ¥10y B Jb 58 R4 Y k4 By A R
YNGR
1.3 XN ESHYERTT

Fie AL 7 2750 SD R BRUAr S 4 X B4
R 2 BT % 7] 5 20 (90 mg/100 g) . ET #5141
(180 mg/100 g) S ET & 7] it 21 (450 mg/100 g) , f4H
10 H o 2 BSCHRI9] 0 7 12 il I 27 4 AR A5 50 KRR
Xof B 2 Fig FEAACE 1 5 0.2 mL/100 g FRAOHG i 775 97k,
b4 7E B 0.2 mI/100 g (1) 40% VU & Ak B CC1, B Il
VW, 2 /R ST R o RN K BRI AST A1 ALT
IR, 6 B KT T i B R T 25 4 A0 455 8 52 A
Do AT RMESE 525, 1k, ELL 48, ETH
0.5% ¥& B 5L 27 4t 22 % W (0.5% CMC—Na) ¥ i , %t
HE ZH FIRE ) ZH 9 5 0.5% CMC—Na IS, ET IIfs & FH 2%
R A T A R T AL 2R 1 AR (5 ), 2 R/
ET &7 5 41 VET rf 5] 5 41 R ET w35 57 4 20 43 v
90 mg/100 g . 180 mg/100 g 1450 mg/100 g, 4 & )5,
P KBRS, B R BRE T — A 30l A ik

(RFUE R, 70% vol/min ) 1) %6 B 25 g vp , IR £ 38
Jik R HiL , I % LS 2 SR A . 4 °C .3 000 r/min 50
15 min, Y5 L3 , & T-80 CUKA B HARAE . B
WA 4% 22 5 W 1 e, LR IR L L0 A7 T
WA
1.4 HALREBERESE

PR EBEITFHEFEA (1 emx 1 emx 1 em) 7E % IR
I E 48 h, SEERREIK , I ORE B, 02, 4R
JE AT 4 pm RV R . AR T T IRR
K - 2L (hematoxylin—eosin, HE) 4% {% & Masson 4t
o, 7E 62 WA ™ WA AL 2L e R S A8 1k
1.5 ELISAE#N KR Mm% ALT.AST 1 Hyp 7k F

W BRI T B A vk OK T b R g, R
ELISA £ 43 51 46 1 4% 26 K BRI 7% ALT . AST il Hyp 7K
-, FLASRAE 2D R A% 4 REOAGR] & B 5 AT
1.6 AEENRBIAFED
161 AR KEHFRE 20 we FFIEREAS, i
A 1000 pL ZHZ R BUOR , A 60 s34 °C .12 000 r/min
B30 10 min, b5 VR B A A TR v R AT VROAE €5
T — JOT R R AR A
1.62 @ik 44 Vanquish #8 5 S0K A & 4t (3£
[& Thermo 2 7 ) , ACQUITY UPLC® HSS T3 (2.1 x
100 mm, 1.8 pm) €8 3% A ( 1 IR RF 1B A R A
A ), Ui A 0.3 mL/min, K2R 40 °C, B 5 iR
H2 pLlo FEIEBFET WA R 0.1% PR i
(BL)F10.19% HRR7K (A1), ff FH A6 BE e B 7 %8 : 0 ~
1 min, 8% B1;1 ~ 8 min, 8% ~ 98% B1;8 ~ 10 min, 98%
B1; 10 ~10.1 min, 98% ~ 8% B1; 10.1 ~12 min, 8%
Bl. 7E & FHAT , R H 2 (B2) F15 mmol/L H
1% 4 K CA2)VE R T sh AR, Ve B FE i B AR 10~ 1
min, 8% B2; 1 ~8 min, 8% ~98% B2; 8 ~10 min,
98% B2; 10 ~ 10.1 min, 98% ~ 8% B2;10.1 ~ 12 min,
8% B2.
1.6.3 TR A Orbitrap Exploris 120 S5 TE A I
it (32 [ Thermo 23w ) fiff FH HLIE 25 25 U5, 43 Il 75 1E
BB F AR BT RO R AR . IE B RN pYmE
Z5HLE N 3.50 KV, B AU R I -2.50 kV L B
WE N 40 arb, 3B B R 10 arb, B0 HELE N
325 °C, {fi FH 23 HE K 60 000 dE 4T — S =, — R E
THATEFE N 100 ~ 1 000 m/z, I 1d FH =5 HE il 18 7
B G B RS BB R 30% , AT HER N
15000, Hij4 D8 FES sk b #EATaE 2L, W sh a8
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HEBR JC 00 B 45 5 BRI TSR B

1.6.4 KA 5H TE Compound Discover 3.3 g
% (3 [ Thermo 23 7)) 5 AL IR BCHE | R 47K 1 Jo
MO B I 1] B e 57 S 4R B, SRS H 2ol wiAk
HE A BOHE 5 A SIMCA-P 14,1 % (3 L Umetries 23
A ), #E 4T 3 853 53 B (Principal component analysis,
PCA) i /1N — 3 H 51| 43 #1 (Partial least squares
discriminant analysis, PLS-DA ) 1 1F 32 fi #c /)y —. 3¢ |
W4 (oﬂhogonal partial least squares discriminant
analysis, OPLS-DA) . R4 VIP{E> 1, 22 F 5450 (FC) <
0.6 2 FC> 1, P <0.05 & fiff 1% 22 5 AQf 9 . # A
HMDB % #fs J A AC 3 ik 42 5 B 20 7% (kyoto
encyclopedia of genes and genomes, KEGG ) % 52 iX oY
W=, k)5 15 MetaboAnalyst 5.0 AT R AL
T

1.7 EMRLEER A B E RGN E EEx &
%

il

i 3 TRIzol 42 HUA BRI 2 4 & RNA |, 78 il A7 X
AN RNA M 3 R Al 8 . i 00 e Sl & 1 W
7 BB RNA 3065 5% eDNA |, 47 52 B 56 6 5 1 3R
4 W #% )2 IV (quantitative real-time polymerase chain
reaction, qRT-PCR) (SYBR Green %) , Jx N & 14 -
95 CHIAENE30 5,95 C A0 5,60 CHEA30 s,
B 40K . VU B-actin HINZ, R 27t H H
LD AR Rk SIF A LR 1.

&1 PCR3|#1F7
KB/
S 319 &
bp
1E[ : 5'-CGTTGACATCCGTAAAGACC-3' 20
B-actin
JZ ] : 5'-GCTAGGAGCCAGGGCAGTA-3' 19
1Em : 5'-TCCTGACCCTGAAGTATCCG-3' 20
a-SMA
JZ ] : 5'-TCTCCAGAGTCCAGCACAAT-3' 20
1EM : 5'-CTGCCGATGTCGCTATCC-3' 18
Collagen 1
JZ ] : 5'-CCACAAGCGTGCTGTAGGT-3" 19

1.8 Western blotting &Il E B AXT RIZE

FFREARE S ¥ R L 4 °C .12 000 r/min #5.0> 10 min,
RO b3 W, A BCA 3 5 2 1k 58, T A4 1L 7
HAEAENREE A B, A 5 min ff 85 77228
PE, BRI 100 we i i LUK 43 25T SR IR K Horl
¥ = PVDF it . FH 5% Wi BE L& )5 BT F o -SMA
Collagen I ,PPAR~,p-Smad2,p-Smad3 Fl g —actin £

1, 0% 8 X R — BT & U, VRS i Ak 2
RGN 2 A T B Rl 2 H
(2 15 N 2 B-actin 1Y 0K B H 1Y LU (B 2278 H &
FIAR X Rk i, I HEAT 0 — L Ab 3 .
1.9 SHitr=EFE

B 4347 % FH GraphPad Prism 9.5 4o it it
HTORNLI R £ AR iE 2 (v x5) TR, LB O 24
B, P L3 H] LSD-e K 3 . P <0.05 2 22 55 A 4e it

#R

ET %tk FR BFAE4H 5% 12 2 B9 540
HE G4 (8,25 5L 7, 6 BE 20 TE 5 0 4 40 i 42 9%
2T (0 110 240 6 5 RN IR € 1) 40 PR AZE 2t v o I
R, TEIR U B8 58 5 40 IR 5 . 56T IR A e,
A 21 3% B M T A0 B R PR AL 2 g IR S5 F 2R
L, RAE AN 12 IR0, £F dE 2 SV HH B 1 A K JE
Rl 27 i fk . SR LA, BT 45 25 4110 JF 40
LSRRI 9 AE SN A7 e, FLrp BT & ) S 410 ok
B . Masson 32 (45 5 i %, X BB 41 (14 JiF /N i 4
SERKE AN T DK RE S PRl X0 23 1) Bl 2> 1 i D T A
O, RRAEAE RS R AT g A . 5 % B b, B
U2 3% MR JHE /N I 5 KA B TR, R 8 ORI T R Ak R
CEDIRPATE: & ol S i B T S = 4 i A 1 | Y 2
B SRR AR LG, ET 45 2 20 09 JFF T B 22 3, e )it
EHREWA, WHE L,
2.2 ETXXRBEFINAEALT.AST #0 Hyp B9

20 K BUIM T ALT L AST Al Hyp 7K Ho &k, 24 5
WHEGHEE L (P<0.05), 5 E4] i, g
KL TE ALT F1 AST 7K - TF 55 (P <0.05) , & BT &1
YEALASEAL S T SRR AL LA, 45 ET R 254K
BRIV ALT F1 AST ZK-F-FEAK (P <0.05) . 5% BREH LT
5, R ZH R BRUIF 44 Hyp /K F T (P <0.05) 5 55
AU LA, 45 ET 45 25 20 K BN 44 28 Hyp 7K °F- B AI%
(P<0.05), W32,
2.3 ETXKRIFF4E4ERREHNT

228 S 1ves 1 o X Vet VTN 0 LA £l a3 R B
FEIE B FRER 403845 T 6 126 415 260 4
fk & ¥ . PEAK % & VT fifi (Peak comprehensive
assessment, PCA) {7~ QC FEAS 15 % 45, UL B % 20 B
ROukaoe A E 2 PEEE (ULEI12A .2B) . OPLS-DA

2
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AR, 55 SETARR I AU R SE R IR IE IR S 25U R A R T AT AR ROV LR

HE 4t (8,

Masson YL {7,

X HAZH ERIZH ET G 21 ET 5 21 ET 30 521
B1 XBEFFEUAREREER (x200)
*2 FEKRRMBEAST.ALTFIHYpKFEMLLE (r+s) KR, 5T IR g B AR E TR T RE
T A
PN 1.00 +0.01 1.00 +0.01 1.00 £ 0.01 2D) 5 WML 0 56 o A5 21 X R A A I L 97 R T
gy 5.47£0.03 3.35+0.03 236 +0.02 PR ) R2 (F R, R LA 0 ) Rl Q2 (T %
ETMGHRA] 3.57+0.02 2.57+0.02 1.94+0.02 S WRASE YT E 1) 435314 0.99 ,0.97 F110.36.,0.27 (L
ETHHEL 3.01+0.01 236 +0.01 1.61 +0.03 & 2F . 2F) , 715 45 2H A5 R 5L A5 4 v Y i R B 7 N T
ETE A4 249+0.03 2.03+0.03 1.27 +0.02 THERATE , 4 LA, AT T e 22 S0
P 343.600 5279 120.600 262 SACH P BT 45 R % A IE 00 T
P 0.000 0.000 0.000 . ..
fi ST 0 R 2T L A8 20K B B Rk
KT AR, SLE B 34 Fh 5 AR 44k & AH
PCA Score plot PCA Score plot
100 -
100 A
° 50 - °
S' 0 o : °
Q Q e
£ 0] £ 4
[ ]
~100 A
-200 -100 0 100 200 ~150 =100 =50 0 50 100 150
PC1/(26.7%) PC1/(31.2%)
A B
OPLS-DA score plot OPLS-DA score plot
—~ =P T
x 100 -
< <
8 § 50
g 50 =
S o THURLL 3) o XA
e “HomR bt - o
= 07 a0
3 e =
g & 3
b -50 g g
£ ’ \
& & £ -50 &
-50 0 50 < -50 0 50
Scroe PC1/(43.7%) Scroe PC1/(50.2%)
C D
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R2 = (0.00,0.99) Q2= (0.00,0.36) R2 = (0.00,0.97) Q2 = (0.00,0.27)
1.0 1 & 1.0 ] $
0.8 1 0.8 1
0.6 J
.o 0.6
g 1 ) g
S 044 =Q2 S 04
0.2 4 . 0.2
0.0 1+ 2 0.0 ] -
-0.2 L, — ; ' ; —02 L — g ¢ '
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 08 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
Similarity (y.yperm) Similarity (y.yperm)
E F
AFIB:IE S PR PCA ST CHID: IE G T8 X B S5 R 21 SRS A OPLS-DA 4341 s EFIF: 1E 68 545 X B

R FFIEAEAS BT

E2 ARIFFELEREBREWHML
KWL TR, 20 E Y E R LI (P< Y40 BB 22 A0, 20 Fiib &4 & i
0.05), 14 P L &5 & % T (P <0.05) . SR # LI (P<0.05), 14MibG S EEETH(P<
2H B, BT i 591 1 21 0 18 1) 34 4~ e 0% B & 0] I i 0.05), W3,

3 ETXKRRIFFLELESREWEIZIT

XPHRZA VS MR VS XHRALVS  BAIZ VS
[w’iE] Al m/z B EAEE | i {2zt ml 7 TR ko
VIP A2k VIP Ak VIP A3k VIR AEfk
4-FEHOR I C,HO, 123.0439 147412 | 148973 1 || Ri¥iR CoH,N,0,P 3480721135139 T 131440 |
e R CH,NO,S 150.0602 1.50175 1 145048 | . C,H,NO, 348288 147163 T 150301 1
: iz 3
+—kErR C,H,0, 1869546 150576 1 143885 | || “BEMRIRHHN  CH,N,0P,Na3912834143389 1 132890 1
L-2-3-6-% N
e C,H,NO, 190.0865 144333 1 132901 | || 3B,5p-Fid M C,H,0,  399.3244147780 1 149567 1
kAR C,H, N0, 2411542 140523 | 149236 1 || HuBEwE W C,H,0, 4153184139554 T 143617 1
20— ¥ I
KA EmNE CH N0, 2651169 139203 | 138838 1 51 %; C,H,0, 4632884141303 T 149948 |
e 2
' S—SAPTLER R
Y E Bl C,H,N,0S 2651106 141785 | 143029 1 S C,H,0, 6003289140507 | 145741 1
a'"H G ’
o C,H,0, 2732532 149619 | 150789 1 || JRint CHN, 1340472131257 T 129732 |
Mk C M0, 2742004 126711 | 153273 T || 1-%5% CoH,N 1430714133015 | 140773 1
Pz s C,H,NO, 2822789 149277 | 147001 T || D-AHHEE CHL0, 1510609134477 | 1.36691 1
R C4H,0, 2831748 150372 | 149976 1 ||5-FHWELER C HNO, 191108 1.34978 T 130895 |
1,3- BT
SR C, H,0, 2832621 133249 1 148510 | . CH0,P, 2649513136846 1 138448 |
: i :
O-JIFMIEEE  C,H,LO0 2852207 126268 | 137109 1 || a-WJiki2 CHy0, 2772168133074 T 134576 |
FERBEC B CH,NO, 3002892 135890 1 137448 1 || ZFff: CH,0, 2792336140420 T 116760 |
HWEABER  C H,NO, 3162479 146579 1 140173 1 || T7Ski=i C,H,0, 28520681.40756 | 135508 1
] CyH, 0, 3172097 147275 1 142373 | || &AWER C,H,0, 3002044123372 | 139035 1
HFIRE E2 CH,0, 3352206 149074 1 127245 | || =#hMaR4T CoH,N,0,.P, 5059849139719 1T 1.40977 |

e T IRl L | SRR .
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Z AR B A BT 2 SR s, X BR A  REAL A 1
oA, i A5 21 20 A AR, UL 3A S ET 55 i
SRR LA, T A5 31 20 S50 % , UL 3B;
e, HBO IR AL TRV AL R ET i 59 i 41, i 345 3]
20 2 AR P% L UL 30 48 KEGG 23 BT 45 R i
ET XHRYT HFEF 4L 0 OGS A2 £ 244 . PPAR 55
I AR HE o RE R AR 1A A R B s 4 /N
JE I S S RE AR A A OB AR 4R AR RAETH AL
W B ABC e ia R 145

025 050 075 1.00

impact
A
PH
' |1
HIé
i 3
.6
.9
.12
0.00 0.25 050 0.75 1.00
impact
B
¢ PAH
I 0.02
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