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Expression and prognostic value of IRGM in clear cell renal cell
carcinoma and its correlation with tumor proliferation and
migration®
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the expression of Immunity-related GTPase family M (IRGM) in clear
cell renal cell carcinoma (ccRCC) and analyze its correlation with tumor proliferation and migration. Methods
Using The Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA) and Gene Expression Omnibus (GEO) databases, we performed visual
analysis of IRGM mRNA differential expression. ccRCC patients were categorized into IRGM low- and high-
expression groups to assess the correlation between IRGM levels and clinicopathological characteristics. The Kaplan-

Meier method was used to compare survival rates, and COX regression analysis was conducted to evaluate the
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prognostic value of IRGM with construction of a prognostic nomogram. In vitro experiments included qRT-PCR and
Western blotting for detecting IRGM expression, CCK-8 and colony formation assays for proliferation assessment,
and scratch wound and Transwell assays for migration evaluation. Results Compared with adjacent normal tissues,
IRGM expression was significantly elevated in ccRCC tissues (P < 0.05), showing significant correlations with
tumor grade and stage (P < 0.05), but not with gender, age, or N stage (P > 0.05). High IRGM expression correlated
with poorer overall survival, disease-specific survival, and progression-free interval (all P < 0.05). Both mRNA and
protein expression levels showed statistically significant differences in two cell lines (P < 0.05). IRGM knockdown
significantly inhibited colony formation, proliferation, and migration capacities of ccRCC cells. Conclusion IRGM

may serve as a novel prognostic biomarker closely associated with tumor proliferation and migration in ccRCC,

4135 %

demonstrating significant molecular marker value for predicting metastasis and prognosis.
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Vi Dy 3 7 5 BB 6k TR e R R iR 2R
HAENTFEY, XTIRCGM 5 A W & k4 Kk
J i) B R R, DL K AR 22 Fhoi E b e B Y 7
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RIEPERILS . FAEHENEDFER¥TH
T B B A 2 BT U, X IRGM 7E ccRCC H (1)
mRNA 22 53 28 P47 T A mPEAG , 2454 I R 50 s
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1.1 AFEIEESHTIRGMBIFRIEZRES ccRCC
IR RIEEFF AT X &R

L Edls AR R A e TN 4 RT3 (the
cancer genome atlas, TCGA) B AL T 33 A
28 AU (1) B S) 21 2 RN I R 248 (https://genomecancer.
ucsc.edu/) o F K 33K 25 & BUPE 2 (gene expression
omnibus, GEO) £ #fi £ , Bl GSE40435 % 45 % (https://
www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/geo/ ) .

1.12  IRGM fE ccRCC 1Y 3 ik K F K 12 Wi fir {8
fE TCGA-CCRCC,, GEO (GSE40435) B 41, fifi
“limma” “ggplot2” F1“ ggpubr " R 43 A] ¥k, IRGM 7 i
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ccRCC £ & 73 4 IRGM fik % 15 4 5 IRGM & % 34
H o WCEE ccRCC & 1Y 1 5l AR I L4 2L 9
TNM 73 8] 9 B 53 393 258 Wt R 5K, 20 M IRGM 3% 38
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J5 5 2 Ve 1Y) AT kR A o X 43 A 3 ek ]
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e R A R T . 786-0 4 LTE & 10% G 45 13
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BIRA R PR FE . ACHN 41 i 76 & 10% 3 2 17
1% 5 % % -5 % £ 19 DMEM 1% 5% 3t (PM150210,
I i P A R A BRA R kR 55 . B 4 i
TE 37 CIn 5% — AR A 240 TP %

122  RNARIA qQRT-PCR  RNA A4 $2 B i
TRIzol X 7] (abs60154 , I ¥ % W 5 = Y BHE A IR A
A ) M ccRCC 41 U RE A Fn 4 il & p 3 B, (]
Nanodrop 2000 ( 5 [E Thermo scientific 2> &) ) ¥

RNA ¥ & S 448 J5 , ok FH 0 5 s ial R & (RK20429
E 28 s AR W R A R A ) A L eDNA
qRT-PCR f#i il Genious 2X SYBR Green Fast qPCR
Mix (RK21204 , i I 2% 14 28 s ZE W BH B A FR A A
FE ABI 7500 R 48 #4710 [ W AR & 20 pmol/L :
10 wL SYBR Green Mix . 0.4 L iF JZ ] 5 4 ( 49 Ji
0.2 wmol/L) .2 L ¢DNA #E 4% ( Ff 100 ng & RNA £
WikE el 45 ) , RNase—free 7K £ & 2 20 wLo S0 72
JF:95 °CHiZFPE 30 8395 CAEHE S s, 60 °C iR k/4E
fi 30 s (40 108 BF ) 5 6 i ith 2 53 4 (95 C 15 s,
60 °C 1 min, Pk 0.5 C/s 3R T} 22 95 CIH-Fpak i
M) . LLGAPDH i N2, R 273k 8B B

Ay S DR RH X 2 ki
1.2.3 Western blotting & ] 1 &5 A 1% g

351 500 R 0.1% 25 = B A ] ) RIPA 24 % 22 o i
(PO013C, I 38 = K AE W AR B A BR A W) 1Y
S fift T DA A L T B AR 1 it A R fE BCA 7 A T
86 R B B o 1 e R R ) — R TR T B
JBE L Uk (SDS/PAGE ) , LUK e B 10% . K5, ¥4 4E
M % #% % PVDF i I (AmershamHybond, 7 [ GE
HealthCare 2 &) ) ; Bifi Ji FH & 5% WG W A3 1) Tris 25 v
R K FIE Tween 20 Y TBST 7 ¥ 7E 3045 I B 1 4]
2h. #RJ5 K PVDF £ 5 & A IRGM (1: 100, 3% [#
Abcam 7 #] , ab69494 ) , B —Actin (1 : 50 000, AC026,
B T2 v A R AT BR A ) 9 —BLAE 4 C o
Bl . W H H TBST Mk 3 ¥k, K 10 min, $X 5
=91 (GB23204, s 2% 1 28 so A W BHE A PR A
FDWEE 2 h, B FTBST vhk 3 ¥k, UK 10 min, i
FH ECL {2 52 W (PO018S, I i 28 25 K A Wy R B 1y
AR A ) M A% & 5t (Bio—Rad Laboratories, Inc.) ¥
FAREIATES . LR R 3R

124 miedk g B EUE K 786-0 Fil ACHN
YRR T 6 LA ARG I A, 5 2 R 4 i o R E
ik 70% ~ 90% It} FH Lip()fectamineTM 2000( F a5k
A W e AR e oy A RS ) B el e AT i e .
HKE 5 g 1Y shIRGM JFKL Al 5 g (19 shControl J3iKr
gy A 786-0 FI ACHN 41 g v, LA AR 40 L /b IRGM
35 . AL G2 )5 53k shIRGM 41 il shControl 41 .
125 CCK-8Ao P M LHEW mixE  RAMMT
A & -8 (CCK-8, iU M2 s AE R A BR A
) A 2 AR AR TS T LAV Al 20 B AR . B
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YL J5 Y 786-0 Fil ACHN 41 g £ Fh F 96 FL AR , 45 L
1000 2006, BEA 3 N fL. B 1 RIFR 725 1.
2.3.4.5 K, 5L 100 pL & 10 wL CCK-8 iR 7 1
Rige k. 7837 CEIE T IET 2 h 5, FH G br 4L
(Bio-TEK , 3¢ [# Saxony 2% 7] ) 7F 450 nm i 4 Ab i i
WG BE |, $R A5 5% L I Y 786-0 Fil ACHN 41 ifd i 4=
Mgk, MALEMmr ERE 3R, EEFEENLE
LK B IR 1000 AN B G i 1 % e IS 1 786-0 Al
ACHN 4l it 422 b 2] 6 FLAR b, Bifl J5 78 K5 7248 b 85 5%
14 d. JH 4% Z 5 W W € 30 min Ji5, H PBS 1)
JIETE VR %, SR 5 FH 0.1% 25 i 28 % 4 2 30 min,
FRHEAT 148 PBS VR A KT FA BT i . A58
oS A 3K
12,6 XK E B YLy 786-0 F1 ACHN 4 L F1
AH VL B4 BH 0T B 40 e B A 3 o FL AR, AR K R0
100% 14 o FS WS A2 38 4o 20 Jfd 52 )22 354 7 A [)
KO/NERIIR . I PBS BRI 5, in AHT f TG i3 15 7
FLTE3T CTRIEMM. 735 T 0.48 h 14541 1w
WA
1.2.7  Transwell 3% ¥ 5% 4L 1) 786-0 Fll ACHN 4
Jifl T B AE 200 L (14 TG I B IR P, SR 5 K H
3] 2. S, ¥ 500 Wl & 10% 6 4 i 0 55
FWHIATE, 8hEF G, REIERAMLIM,
FH 22 5 H I [T 5 42 AR 1B 20 min , B 5 48 45
YD 10 min. I )5, FE RIS T ALK A 5 AR
[F] f14 DX 3 1 3% A0 i 5 o
1.3 Sit=ZEFHiE

B 4347 SR 1 SPSS 26.0 e -84k . i 9 ok
DAL £ BRifE2E (x £ 8) 878 5 43 5 R FH AR ST FEAS ¢
5 56 FIl Mann—Whitney U ¥ 56 Fb 4% W8 41 2 [8] A9 1F 25
G A AR IE 25 40 A A8 it i X6 AR AR SR FH BC X AR AR
K 56 5 >k H Kaplan—Meier 4 77 il £& 43 7 IRGM & A&
K5 ecRCC B TG 1 G R 5 2R H 2 & Cox 1]
I 43 B NSCLC B & 105 11 5% Wi P 2% 5 R FH 22 42
AU 1Y 7 22 3 B VF O () 4 2 A0 R T 1 A e
Jio AP<0.05S HESAZRITEE L,

R

IRGM mRNA 7E ccRCC R IE & S A LA iy

2

2.1
RiIE
TE TCGA B4 22 b, TRGM 78 JI 88 41 21 rp () 36 3K

KT TIEH AL (P<0.05), #E—4 47 TCGA %L
Ht R v TRGM A BC 0T 1 i 96 20 4RI IE & 4 2P i 3%
KRR R, SR A LU L, M 414
IRGM Ay F A3 (P <0.05) . 4, 23 HF GSE40435
g N, 5AT UM L, b 44U IRGM 1 3R
KIKE# R (P <0.05) . W1,

F®1 MEAASFEARAIRGMFBLKELLE (x+s)

BliEE  dZZM g kKT U/tfi PIE
MR 541 0.214 +0.209 ,

TCGA 135007 0.000
WEFALT 72 0.144 £ 0.171
gELigl 72 0.214 +0.157

TCGA 3.016  0.004
SRITLL 72 0.144 £ 0.171
PiEEdHZ 101 6.645 + 0.067

GEO 1.974  0.049
SRITLHZH 101 6.628 +0.056

TE P URESR .

2.2 IRGM mRNA &£ 5 ccRCC IR m B 4FIERY

IRGM mRNA £ ik HAE# (< 60 % (> 60 %) i
JEAHICT VIV IV) M98 432 (G, .G, G,.G,) .
TNM 538 (T, T, . T, . T,) %5 2 Bl i PR 38 A7 A1 119 5¢
UL 2, AS[E AR IS 41 /) IRCM K 1k K F i, &
UKL, 22 53 TG0 1T 2% 3 X (P >0.05) 5 A [ Jif 98 43
W) IRGM £ KKV L, 4 H KL 56, 22 % H Ge it
FR X (P <0.05) , BEE g 53 38 0, IRGM B =z T+
T3 AN 5] b 9 3 9% B TRGM 22 ik K F L85, 22 H A
B, %R G L (P <0.05) , b % g 43 4 1
Jin, IRGM B 2 Tt &1 5 A [6] T 43 31 69 IRGM & 3k 7K -
W, 4 HKW, 22 %A 41247 X (P <0.05) , B
% W9 T 3 BB I, IRGM Fifi 2 F+ 25 3 AS [R] N 43391 (14
IRGM £ B KA, 2 UKL, 25 LA T8 X
(P>0.05) ; AR M 2 8169 IRGM R IA L5, &4 U K
Ky, 22 5 Gt L (P <0.05) , i BhJe M 431
Hahn, TRGM R ik i 2 T+ 5 o
2.3 IRGMEE5 ccRCCHIGHX R R TG
g

il 1 Log-rank K~ (WIE1~3), ccRCC £
1 IRGM i R IR 411y T 37 0S 2y 68.5 1 H |, IRGM
KRB AL 0S K 10024 H , W H Lig, 2 5%
A 43 L (x? =16.032, P =0.000) , IRGM 7 %
KA By AL OS IR TR K IR . ccRCC B #H th
IRGM 5 2 ik 4 i P 32 DSS 2 832 H , IRGM fik %
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#11
K2 AEIEKBFTEEENIRGMEBIEKELE (x+s)
I RAFAE n FIKIKF U/HAK P
AR
<60% 269 0.209 + 0.203
36 4207 0.931
>60% 272 0.218 £0.215
Wil
I 273 0.185 +0.185
Il 59 0.232 +0.232
14.303 0.003
I 123 0.222 +0.199
\% 83 0.279 + 0.263
TR
] 14 0.180 + 0.079
X 236 0.191 + 0.209
19.870 0.000
. 207 0.211 +0.169
G, 76 0.311 +0.291
T4
T, 279 0.186 +0.184
T, 71 0.228 +0.220
19.686 0.000
T, 180 0.227 +0.188
T, 11 0.600 +0.510
N4
N, 242 0.220 + 0.224 _
2121 0.523
N, 16 0.183 +0.146
M43
M, 429 0.203 + 0.206
13 4007 0.003
M, 79 0.265 + 0.248
O UKESS, HAh H K5
1.0 IRGM
- R
- EAIRd
0.8 1
& 061
H
0.4
0.2 1
0 50 100 150
HsF [i] /7
B 1 IRGMZ¥E ccRCC H i) Kaplan—Meier OS pH 2k

KAL) TR DSS A 119.8 4~ H DSS, & L #¢, 2 5
Gt F X (x? =22.192, P =0.000) , IRGM 5 %
BB H AL DSS AR FAK R A 4 . ccRCC &

1.04 IRGM

- fkakikdl
MRSl

0.84

0.64

0.4
d 50 l(I)O 150
il A
2 IRGM7E ccRCC H1iy Kaplan—-Meier DSS fh £k
1.0 IRGM
- Rk
- ERIKAH
0.8
el 0.6
4
0.4
0.2
0 25 50 75 100 1I25
P 1)/ H
3 |IRGM T£ ccRCC H# Kaplan-Meier PFI 2k

IRGM 75 3 A 41 19 7 432 PFT Ky 75.8 1 A , IRGM Ik 3
KA B AL PFL R 1013, P LA, 2 R A 5
e X (% =22.192, P =0.000) , IRGM 1 2 35 41 Y
PRI TIRERBH . ZiB kA, IRGM 1l G & —Fh
i geg A 98 IR 7, B9 IRGM 1] BE A2 #E ccRCC 1 % 2
KR, TR, ARV R T — R0 Bs
UL, BT H ccRCC B2 1.3 5 4ERY LR 5
(DL 4) . BeAh, B R UESE T T OS AL OS
fE1.3 542 A R4F — B (IR 5) o it
IRGM 1] LIVE N ccRCC 15 I 30 57 A= PIAn 540
2.4 IRGM 33 ccRCC 4 Bt 52 B 7 A& BE 771 B 34 1l
43 5 %5 7860 A1 ACHN W Flt 411 il & #F 47T TRGM
LR . S5 YL 24 ~ 72 h e, WO4E 41 I 9B 4T qRT-
PCR Fl Western blotting 5 5 L 56 1iF 3 R (1% i IR R
SEE A5 AR WY, PR 4 A R AR IRGM 5 2 R Fi 4
FIAHXT IR B LA, 48 1 K03, 2 A Gt X
(P<0.05) (W33 4FE6). 5B ik

. 45 -



AR 2 A 3545
0N W e W
; Ny
T
2 4
Ml
M43 1\'4_'
0 Stage Il StagelV
7349 Stage | Stage [l G, G,
o ! .
G, G,
IRGM {LRI‘
24 r T v T T - T w 1
B3 40 80 120 160 200
PR, — . : . : . : .
LRI s 3 . | 3
| B B ]
LAEAEAER 08 0.6 04
T T 1
AR 08 0.6 0402
SHFEAFR 08 06 04 02

B4 FulEE1.3.5F OSHEMTETILE

1.0 1

0.8 1

50 75 100 125
A1)/ A

B5 1.3.5FXLMERSHNLER—BIEMRIE 2k

5 o PEAL 41 9 v BEJE L RE T o A5 R R, 786-0
0 2 shControl ZH ~F- #z 32 K& 40 Jifd 31 % by (346.67 +
28.57) N/HP, shIRGM 41 ¥ # v [ 40 M 3T 5 o~
(209.67 + 16.07)~/HP, 4 L%, 2 F A G it % &
X (t=4.274, P =0.000) , 786-0 4 ifd shIRGM 2 5% %
JE 1 BE 71 %% shControl ZH F# fI% ; ACHN 4] ifi shControl
40V M v BE A M T 2 R (346.67 £28.18) /N/HP,
shIRGM 2P Hi e R At 3450k (185.67 + 15.01)/1/HP,
W AL, 2 5 A giit 4 (1 =8.807, P =0.000) ,
ACHN 41 il shIRGM 41 52 B T B BE 77 %5 shContro 41 [
RO 7).

£ 3 BUEMRESKIRGMEEEMEMTIEELE (rxs)

) TE 215 FLEMXTRA R P{H
shIRGM 2H 1.007 £ 0.122

786-0 4iififd -3.977  0.001
shControl 21 2.277 +0.950
shIRGM 2H 1.024 = 0.130

ACHN i Jif1 -11.809  0.000
shControl ZH 2.539 +0.362

R4 BAMRFEIRGMEEAMBEXMREELER (r+s)

ETE 25 O RRE  fE P{E
shIRGM £ 0.574 + 0.099

786-0 i -6.038  0.008
shControl £ 0.934 + 0.030
shIRGM £ 0.641 + 0.049

ACHN 4ijitg -8.305  0.004
shControl 4 0.899 + 0.022

786-0 4 Jift ACHN 41 fd
1 2 1 2

IRGM  M— o SIS s 20 kD

B-actin “ “ “ * 42 kD

1:shControl 4H ;2 :shIRGM 2H
IRGM 7 786-0 #1 ACHN I B A R i%

E 6

2.5
CCK-8 5L 15 45

IRGM XF ccRCC 4 Rt 55 ¢ 1 B9 2 M
7~ , shIRGM 2l 5 shControl £H,

W 1.2.3.4.5d)5: OAFEEE S OD{E i, %
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ACHN

786-O

shControl £ shIRGM ZH. shControl £ shIRGM 2

E7 BHEXIRGM Xt 786-0 ZAAmF0 ACHN £ A 5= BT B RE 1 9 341

fiE 7 B B A ; @ Wi 2H OD (B A8 Ak a3 b 4, 2% 5
A Gt 5 L (786-0 4l : F =146.748 , P =0.000;
ACHN 4il i : F =114.316, P =0.000) ( L % 5 . 6
F8) . bLikseo gy R W], @ik IRGM fE &% 31 i
ccRCC 4 Jifd 1) 2 B T2 1 e 00 R4 Bl e ) .

S A Gt X (786-0 4 - F =2 377.060, P =
0.000; ACHN 2 il ; F =1 414.454, P= 0.000) ; @shIRGM
5 shControl 2 OD H L 5, Z R A H it ¥ 2 X
(786-0 4l i . F =204.734, P =0.000 ; ACHN 4ff jifg .
F =220.979, P =0.000) , shIRGM £ OD {8 811K , 34 5

&5 786-0 4HAf shiIRGM B 5 shControl ZA 7[5 i 18] & OD & L 3

0.405 + 0.008 0.652 £ 0.015

shIRGM 4 0.190 £ 0.011 0.213 + 0.006 0.356 + 0.008

shControl £ 0.202 +0.010 0.241 + 0.003 0.401 + 0.008 0.660 + 0.034 0.877 +0.014

% 6 ACHN #hAa shIRGM 425 shControl ZH 7[5 B i8] s OD {E bb

0.591 £ 0.018 0.753 £ 0.023

shIRGM 2 0.217 £ 0.006 0.287 + 0.005 0.371 £0.01
shControl ZH 0.247 £ 0.006 0.312 £ 0.008 0.537 £ 0.026 0.766 = 0.025 1.083 £ 0.041
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